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Genus Spirillum
The generic characteristics of this group are : rigid, spiral
rods with great variation in length, number and breadth of the
spirals ; usually motile by means of polar flagella ; frequently
Gram-positive ; grow readily on simple media, some species
producing a yellowish pigment.
These organisms have been frequently isolated from water and
are practically all non-pathogenic to man or animals. They may,
however, be mistaken for spirochsetes or vibrios on morphological
examination. One member, Sp. minus, is responsible for rat-bite
fever, which is a febrile disease produced in man by the bite of an
infected rat after an incubation period of several weeks. The
organism was originally considered to be a spirochsete, but it has
since been proved to belong to the Spirillum genus. It was first
described by Japanese workers, but it has since been isolated in
many countries, including Great Britain.